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June 1946 
week was supposed to take place a so-called 
evening. B | rs and Zellenleiters wer supposed to 
part in these conferences regular y in reality there appeared 
an average of about one-half of then 3esides he Blockleiters 
Zellenleiters, it happened sometimes that representatives of 
i] Socialist Welfare League, and also air raia percaution 
people were present, if it so happened that k&kx tasks were under 
discussion which were connected 
representatives of 
the air raid asks pertaining to Block 
were discussed by ders. 
to the commitment of labo 
collection of used material, the task f < ng r those who 
suffered bombing 
ve What was the tendency 
pertaining 
Ae This is what usually took place. The local Ortsgruppenleiter 
put up an outstanding figure of an outstanding Nazi leade: 


exemple. He discussed the succéss of the troops posit: 


for vitory and also praised the achievement of the 


population, but I 1 at the Ortsgruppen- 


leiter very AVC it political 
ends of the party leaders, 

hear about from the radio and informed about by the press 

cussed. Obviously the n interests of the hich leaders was to 


again spur on the efforts of the Zellenleiters 


the direction of tasks which were previovsly des 
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Qe Vere there any direct connections between the Blockleiters 
to the highÉer authorities as for instance, the Kreisleiters or 
the Gauleiter? 

There was no such connection. 
Were the Blockleiters informed of the results of the meet- 
the Kreisleiter and Gauleiter? 

A. Only in so far as the work of the Blockleiter and Zellenleiter 
was touched by it. 

ae And how was that elucidated? 

A. These are taks tasks, of course, multiplied due to the 
war conditions... It may have appeared to the Gauleiter and Kreis- 

eiter that we did not put enough work into it on our part. The 
Gauleiter seemed to have informed of this. And then these higher 
authorities sent down admonishments to please ask the Plockleiters 
and Zellenleiter to put more effort into their work, and itmight 
have happened that new tasks were assigned to these people. 

Qe Were these new taBks political tasks or were these tasks 
referring to the relief and welfare work? 

Ae We had none or only in very small measures to fill of any 
tasks of a political nature. We were wartime Block and Zellenleitess. 
It was up to us to have achieved the trust of the population 
perticularly in the fulfillment of our tasks. 

qe Witness, the prosecution submitted, referring to the 
organization book of the party, that. the Blookleiters who had 


the closest connection with the population - that is they were most 


suited to influence and supervise the population from political 


point of view. Justice Jackson has designated as little 





1 
Wile J. 


AREE TEL 


14 29b 1946 H0950 - 000 


1 +3 nord 
ana notice 


UOL 


led their 


The main profes 


responsible for 
were representatives of 


citizen s thi 
authority 


m 


LO 


ntrary we had to be obliging to the Block other- 


wise, we would not be able to achieve the fulfillment of our tasks 


U,ASKS, 


instance, where collections are concerned and air percaution 


LU LO 


1 


further that the Blockleiters 





Take 1 - Page 5 
Winkler 
14 June 1946 


a position without legal authori any court 


property and to deprive Block residents of their lives 


Blockleiters ever authorized in such 


That never was the case. Towe 


only duties &nd no depriving w? 
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on wish to elucidate on that 
Way 
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COL. NEAVE:/Didn'!t you ask him 
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You stated, that 
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question. 


"ENSE COUNSEE: 


Qe I wish to know das a Blockleiter whether he was designated 
' 


a Hoheitstraeger. 


A. If necessary at all it should have been the 


but it was completely impossible for lxhtte me 
“aye 
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Were the Blockleiters I 3 make arrests for 
or any other 

Never. 

Or a house search? 

Nevere 


Could they make arrests S/ j3 or any other 


the Blockleite 


A 


ppened National 


rganizations has contacted the 
group leader 
collections or other 
Qe Col. Storey | submitted that the Hoheitstraegei 
supervise all the party offic: heir a and the 
were also responsible for the discipline, but would it fall to the 


Blockleiter to supervise party 


e Page 101 of the Organization Book, called PS 1893 reads: 


It 1s for the Blockleiter to find the propogator of harmful rumors 4 
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and to report to the Ortsgruppen so that competent state 
authorities may be notified. Were the Blockleiters or the 


Ortsgruppenleiters or other authorities asked to spy on the 


4 


‘= 


wir blocks and to report them by name, 
by the prosecution referring to the Organization 
ierman text, page 1282, 17 of December 1945, 
Such orde ;,O Sp an ) inform were not received 

far as it fell within the scope of my observation. 
would have beencontrary to our entire position as opposite 
the resident block. We could not achieve 
against the population. 

informing on them 
ite It is correct that every German, &ccordi 
radio, and speeches of the Ortsgrupoenleite 
port on any one who spread harmful rumors This was expected 
of every Germany and not only the Block and Zellenleiters. It 
as up to each in idual ( man, whether he wanted to humiliate 
himself to become an informer or whether he did not want to 
do so. For every decent German whethe S w a Blockletter 
or Zellenleiter there remai 1% hought that the word scandal 
each country is and remains 

4» Do you know of any case where a Blockleiter or Zellen- 
leiter has led on a German citizen and caused him to make 
damaging statements and denounce him so thet the person con- 
cerned woulda come before a court or even was put in a concen- 
tration camp or that he suffered any other disad ivantages from 


it? 
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of any such case, 

Q. It is correct that it was for the Blockleiter to write 

‘ular morale report and what sort of morales were concerned? 

A. I know nothing about morale reports to be written by either 
the Blockleiters or Zellenleiters. I can recall that the Ortsgruppan- 
leiter once mentioned that he S nit morale 
the Kreisleiters and G jlters That is why he as 
him about the real morale of the situation of the population even 

it maj > been unfavorable. 
ie. Have you heard of such morale reports knigx contain- 


ing names of individual 


general morale of 
leader wished to find 
percaution measures were considered > be effacient. 

Qe I'm submitting to you witness, an order of the deputy 
the Fuehrer #127, dated 5 October 1936 This ord | repro- 
duced in Document # 2639 P.E. 

Reich war minister has consented to the relief and 
of soldiers! families by the party and in particular by 
he Block and Zellenleiters. This dirs ive is to be pub- 
lished in all party offices, including down to the Zellen and 
Blockleiters, and the confidence of the fatth which isbeing 
had into the good work of the Zellen and Blockleiters, and then 
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of Hess is being quoted verbally. I quote; 


lenleiter and Blockleiter 
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become obnoxious. 


should never become c and informing. 
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Page 1386, 2d 17 December 1945, which show that 
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cation was permitted only to very definite cheracterizations 


designated Hoheitstraeger and Political Leaders; however, 
the prosecution has refrained from submitted tha 


and Zellenleiter which was by far the larg 
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publication. I am referring to document PS 2958, U.S.A. 225, it is the magazine, 
Der Hoheitetraeger, series #2, 1939, and I refer you to the first inner page. This 
shows the distribution diagram. I am showing to the witness a notorized copy of 
this distribution diagram. This shows that the lowest sector which was permitted 
to receive this publication was the Ortsgruppenleiter. 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: May I see it, please? 
BY DEFENSE COUNSEL: 
Q- Furthermore I am showing you a copy from the same document PS 2958 which 

shows that the magazine publication Der Hoheitstraeger was to be kept secret, 
was only restricted and was not to be given into any other hands than those 
people who were mentioned expressively in the distribution plan which was just 


mentioned here. 


H^ 


COL. NEAVE: Col. Jones /do you want to see this other document? 


LO. COL. JONES: Yes. 
BY DEFENSE COUNSEL: 

Q- That is to say the lowest political leader, the Blockleiter and Zellen- 
leiter were according to the ones eunumerated in the publication of Der Hoheit- 
straeger, excluded from these. Could you express this fact to the Commission in 
xaptx respect to the position of the Block and Zellenleiter? 

A. The facts submitted mere before the Commission show without any doubt that we 
were not put there by the party as Hoheitstraeger. The reasons for this will be 
found in our exceedingly close connections with the population, and authorities 
did not think it right to have enought confidenée in us to inform us about cer- 
tain matters which are to be kept secret for fear that they would infiltrate 
the population. 

Q- I am now coming to an entirely different part of questions. Will you in- 
form us whether the Blockleiters, Known to you, were members of the Christian 


confession? 
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A. I did not know among the Blockleiters and Zellenleiters with whom I was 
adquainted any one who was not a Christian or who had resigned from the church. 

Q- Did the Block and Zellenleiters belonging with your Ortsgruppenleiter take 
part in church activities? For instance, would they take part in the processions? 

A. I know of such a thing. Only Catholics took part in processions.. 

Q- Did the Blockleiters receive direátives from any party authority, 
particularly from the Ortsgruppe to resign from the church? 

A. No such directives were given. 

Q- I am now coming to the questions regarding the responsibility of the 
Political Leaders in regard to the conspiracy. The prosecution in the document 
II, German text, page 15, and all records, German text, page 1368, dated 17 
December 1945, has submitted that the Political Leaders of the Nazi party have 
followed a common plan or a conspiracy and had taken active part in it, and that 
execution of this common plan or conspiracy, first, crime against the people, crime 
ageinst the rules of war and three to commit crimes against humanity. The pro- 
secution says from the party practice the main parts of the Nazi program for 
conquest and domination. Trial brief II, German text, page 15, protocol page 1397, dated 
17 £uxsxsx December 1945. I want to submit to the witness the individual points of 
the program and I shall ask you to take an attitude towards this from the point of 
view of the Blockleiter. First, the incorporation of all Germans in Grossdentsches 
Reich, pertaining to this it reads in the party program part I. "We asked for the union 
of all German of self-determination of people into a Grossdeutschland.”" Will you 
elucidate this? 

A. After thispoint one of the program, no right thinking German could possibly 
have an idea that this end would be achieved by such like doings. 


Q- With regard to the question pertaining to the cancellation of the Treaty 


— 


of Versailles, point #2, We ask equal rights of the German people towards other ue 
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nations. The cancellation of the peace treaty of Versailles. What was the 
understanding of the Blockletiers and Zellenleiter of this point. 

A. It is based upon the experience. It always has been that vanquished 
peopled tried to find easier conditions pertaining to the original peace treaty 
or to even have it cancelled. History has also proven that such efforts were 
usually unsuccessful because the living together of peoples made it necessary that such 
pressing conditions had to be removed. Such an aim could not seem of harm to the 
German people. Of course, one only thouzht of the peaceful regulations of the 
situation by contract on an international basis. 

Q-Point three of the party program pertaining to the demand for land and 
soil. I quote, "We demand land and xui soil, colonies, to Beed our people and to 
settle our surplus population". Were these program points taken to mean a plan 
to take a conquest of foreign territory! 

A. No decent German thought such a thing. He could not possibly think of 
such plans because he was not made acquainted with pertinent plans of the highest 
party of state leadership. The German people thought that the demand for return 
of the colonies was particularly reasonable in view of the fact that Ùx the last 
war had brought about economy distress and unemployment. 

Q. In khich way were these points of the party program to be achieved = 
legally, illegally, by war or peaceably. Will you please teal the court about 
this especially for the Block and Zellenleiters? 

A. We thought only of a peaceful legal solut&on of this problem. The high- 
est party and state office authorities underlined exactly that. It is only today 
that we can recognize and know that we were cheated. | 

Q- Will you stick to your view if I submit a document to you which was that 


in July 1941, Hitler intended to incorporate into the Reich area the Crimea, 


Alsace, the Baltic states and also other Eastern béerritory in order to ex- 7 


ploit. That is the first and latter to settle Germans there. It is heref in 
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the document submitted by the prosectütion marked L - 221, document USA 217. It 
refers to the discussion of of the msEff conference in the Fuehrer's headquarters, 


16 July 1941. I am submitted to you a notorized copy of the document mentioned, and 


I shall ask you to pay attention to #2 page 2 of my copy. Where it is mentioned the 


incorporation of Crimea, etc. 
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A Jao Meave 


COLONEL NEAVE: Wait aminute, Doctor./ Why should & person in the 
position of a blockleiter be asked this question? 

DR. NATH: He is to take an attitude to the fect that oppositéff to 
his views regarding the party program, the highest party authorities 
acted secretly against the stated matter. And he is to tell the Commission 


of the attitude of the group leader to the action of the higher authorities 


ae OS TM OM 
COLONEL NEAVE: I see. H0950 — 0017 


Q. Would you also see Page 4 of my copy No. 3, the third paragraph 


from the bottom, which talks of the Empire Baltic Territories becoming a 
part of the Reich area. A little further it is said that the Baltic 
colonies and the peninsula also must come to Germany. Will you shone 
take an attitude toward this from the point of view of the Zellenleiter. 
A. The block and zellen leiters were fictitiously told by the 
higher authorities, gauleitung and kreisleitung, that the struggle of the 
German people was for their very existance and that they had no thought 
of conquest and settlement in foreign countires or anything like that. 
The war had been always represented to be & war of defense, and never a 
war of conquest. It is most moving to find out today what were the 
secret ideas and intentions of the so-called "fuehrer", which he kept frou us. 


pi: 
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Q. Did the kEXaskimkkmr blockleiters participate as instigators or 
accomplices on the drafting or execution of a common plan or of a conspiracy 
whose aim was the bringing about of a crime &geinst the people? I quote the 
formulation of the main indictment. What was the knowledge of the block- 
leiters and xzmkkaxiatixamkianiesit zellenieiters of such a plan or conspiracy.? 

A. We didn't have the slightest idea of sucha plan. It is kxzxxmakax 
inconceivable to ne how one could possibly ever harbor the suspicion of 
such a thought. One should think over the following... 

COLONEL NEAVE: We don't want to hear his personal views. We must 
hear what the kkuskxetia blockleiters thought. 

Q. Will you please formulate your answere in such a manner that the 
Comaission wili know what the reasons were for the dlockleiters not to be 
acquainted with such a plan. 

A. I wanted to express the same thing, Lut I can formulate sna it 
differently. In order for all block and zellen leiters to become 
acquainted with such a plan, it should be a pre-condition that such a plan 
would have been published. 

(Recess) 

COLONEL NEAVE: Dr. Nath, will you go on. 

Q. Have the blockleiters or the zellerleiters learned within the 
framework of the Raxkxy party organization anything of a plan for eggressive 
war, for instance, against Poland? 

A. At that time I was not a blockleiter. But I have learned from 


subsequent conversations with other blockleiters thet they were, just as 


the other people as a whole, totally Xaazxxx surprised by the outbreak of 


the war. Above all, nobody realized that the war had been started 
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arbitrarily by Hitler and that he pursued aggressive aims by doing & so. 

Q- How did the blockleiters and zellenleiters react to the outbreak 
of the war? 

GOLONEL NEAVE: Wait a moment. He wasn't a blockleiter at that time, 
was he? 

DR. NACH: I believe,on the basis of the conversations he had subse- 
quently, he could testify to thet. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Very well. 

A. From my convers&tions with blockieiters I have decided that nobody 
expected the war. Everybody consiüered the outbreak of the war & national 
disaster. 

Q. I am now coming to point four of the party program: unequal 
evaluation of races, and anti-Bemitiem. I quote from the party program: 

"å citizen can be only the person who is a member of the German folk. A 
member of the German folk can be only one who is of German blood, regard- 
less of nis faith, and therefore no Jew can be a member of the German folk." 
It cannot be denied that that part of the party program means & discrimina- 
tion against citizens of Jewish faith, and, as a consequence of that point, 
the most terrible persecutions have resulted. How did the political lesders-- 
blockleiters and zellenleiters--whom you have known, interpret that part of 
the party program! 

A. Nobody cen deny that that part of the party progran meant discrimina- 
tion against the Jews. But the decent part of the German people did not 
want to have any part of such discrimination. That is equally true of the 
blockleitere and zellenleiters. But after Hitler's seizure of power, no 


individual had any means to oppose the carrying out of the party program JE 
\ 
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unless he desired to become a hero or a martyr--end not everybody had 
the ability or the desire to become such. An open fight against the 
anti-Semitic program of the party was for the individual nothing but 

a ticket without a return ticket into a concentration camp. But, in the 
first years of the Hitler regime, it was obvious that the Jews, &kkexsm 
at least part of them, were granted means to emigrate. Jewish civil 
servants, for instance, were retired, either MEN docct A rights or with 


part pension rights. And so we hoped that the Jewish question which had 


been made apoint of action for the party would be solved in a decent and 


honorable fashion. And we could not anticipate in any way that the final 
solution of the Jewish question would be brought about in such an indecent 
and brutal way. 

Q. The Prosecution further refers in this connection to Point Six of 
the party program, in which they state a challenge ERR nate to the 
democratic system. It remarks es follows: "We demand that every public 
office, regardless of what kind, in the Reich, in the land, and in the 
community, should be held only by citizens. ecerecfiehtinececeinetctie 
pemerxxmmHty We oppose the corrupt Parliamentary custom of the State 


of filling a position merely with a view to Party considerations and without 
reference to character or capacity." 


Kx; Did the blockleiters and zellen- 
leiters consider this part of the party prograu--a plan to dominate the 
people,with the final aim of carrying out & joint plan &nd conspiracy to 
commit crimes against the people? 


A. We interpreted that part of the party program only as am a means 
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to abrogate in a legal manner any ill practices in the administration. We 
were in no position at all to recognise that military or aggressive aims were 
hidden behind those words. 

Q. In regard to armament, the party program says, quote, "We demand 
the abrogation of a mercenary troop and we demand the formation of a 
people's army. " Did that demand a plan X for a future war, and how did 
the blockleiters understand that part of the program? 

À. Since other people, too, had general conscription, we could not 


assume that the re-introduction of conscription in Germany would mean 


aggressive warfare. It was the understanding of ourselves, as well as the 


understanding of the German people in general, that the re-introduction of 


general conscription would mean nothing but a good ethical and social 
training of the German people as a whole. 

Q. I summarize, and I would like to ask you also for a brief summary 
reply. Did the political lesders--blockleítfere and zellenleitersy-coneider 
the above points of the party program as a basis of a common plan or of a 
conspiracy to dominate or to conquer their own nation or foreign nations 
and then, further, to commit &x&um crimes against the people, the rules of 
international warfare, and humanity? 

A. We could not draw any conclusions from the points of the party 
program in regard to && dominating or conquering intentions of the party 
or the State. That was the plan the supreme leadership of the party and 
the State was bound to keep secret. Because we wae were the lowest level 
of party leaders and were in close contact with the people, we would have 


been the ones who would have informed tne people of the intentions of party 
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and State leadership. And it is a generally-know fact thet Hitler gained 


power and maintained power only by propaganda &x and by deceit and keeping 
the people dumb and stupid and uninformed about his intentions. But, if it 
was the intention of Hitler to keep the people dumb and tninformed, then it 
was absolutely necessary that we, the lowest leaders of the party, should 
be kept dumb and uninformed. And it was particularly obvious at all those 
meetings held for us by the OrtegruppenfueLbrer. That Ortsgruppenfuehrer 
was well in a position to deliver beautiful speeches on heroes and the 
achievements of the party and its leaders, but kept well away from discussing 
any pak plan of the party leadership. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think that question has been answered sufficiently. 

Ritxuxatiiexxindankeextkaxmakexjustxouexmexexpaink 

Q. I desire to make just one point. The Proeecution holds that the 
Corps of Political Leaders, which would include block and zellen ketiax 
leiters, was responsible for all measures, including legislative measures 
in the State for the purpose of conspiracy of those individuals and 
organizations considered criminal,for the plans carried out by those 
individuals. Refer to E, Page 27 of the German text. I refer to the 
Germen text, Page 411 of 17 December x48 1935. Did tho miumkketiar block- 
leiter and zellenleiter have any kind of influence, even only of a sugzes- 
tive nature, in regard to the legislation of the Third Reich? 

A. We never were granted to take opposition to such ordinances. We, 
however, just as the German people, were confronted with accomplished facts. 


Q. The Prosecution claims that a definite proof of the participation 


24 


in tne conspiracy was its participation in the persecution of the Gri 
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Christian Church. We would like to determine the part the political leaders 
played in the persecution of the Christian Church and what knowledge they 
had of it. Did the pariy leadership give to the block and zellen Xmkimr 
Xxxxxkx leiters information es to its attidude toward Christianity and the 
Christian Ohurch? Was it done £xg either through the Ortsgruppenfuehrer or 
through other party channels or training organizations of the party? 

A. Everybody knew that the party endeavored to weaken the influence 
of the Christian churches. And that attitude particularly produced much 
hostility and opposition against the party among the people. But we were 


not told what the future intentions of the party leadership toward the 


churches were. But it is characteristic that our Ortsgruppenfuehrer told 


us that we should avoid, as far as possible, £ difficulties withthe gk 
churché and its ministers. I do recai wmv, at meetings with the Orts- 
£ruppenfuenrer, some block and zellen leiters made inquiries in regard to 
certain ministers who had been reported to have made statements which w 
could be interpreted as being hostile to the party. Residents of their 
blocks had told them so, and they inquired what section they should take. 
And then the Ortegruppenfuehrer replied that they ehould refrein from 
becoming involved personally,as zellen or block leiters, in that controversy. 
That should be taken care of by other officials. I personally interpreted 
thet as reference to the SD and the Gestapo, which actually supervised and 
surveyed the ministers. 

Q. A le$ge number of Protestant and Catholic ministers and members of 
religious orders were arrested by the Nazis and brought into concentration 
camps. Tne property of the churches was confiscated. Did the party member- 


ship inform the block and zellen leiters of the reason for such actions? 





Bares NNN 


Noll 
14 June 1946 


A. In muxk numerous speeches, in training courses in meetings, we 
were often told that the ministers of both the Christien churches didn't 
care for the party, and that they even openly or in a hidden way were 
fighting the party. The overwhelming majority of the block and zellen 
leiters had a Christian attitude, and therefore we knew well our ministers. 
And we therefore knew that whenever ministers spoke out against the party, 
they did so only in the performance of their duties. And the real reasons 
of the fight of the party against the churches we never were told. And we 
realized that those fake reasons which were given to us as the reason for 
the fight of the party against the churches were not the real reasons we 
underetcod. 

Q. Did the block and zeiien leiters have to participate in those 
measures, aad did they have any influence on them? 

A. We neither had to participate in them, nor did we nave any influence 
on them, and we learned of single instances only through the press. 

Q. The Prosecution has made reference to a number of documents, for 


instance correspondence between the highest leaders of the party--Himmler, 


L 
Rosenberg, and the Party Chancelléry, also between Heydrich and Himmler. 


This is incorporated in the pages of the German text omwpumes 

I believe that *he Prosecution will agree with me that I refrain from 
discussing these pieces of evidence because one cannot assume that that 
correspondence between the supreme party leadership and the SS leaders 

could be made part of the indictment against the block and zellen leiters. 

I therefore limit myself to the questions which have been asked in conjunttion 
with tnat matter. The second point of the part which the political leaders 
played in the conspiracy the Prosecution refers to is tha destruction of the 


trade unions. The Prosecution states, and I guote from the trial brief; off > 
See. 
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Book 2, Page 1449 ot December 18th: "Soon after the seizure of power, 
prominent members of the Nazi party hære participated in the destruction 
of the free trade unions." That the lower ranks of mk political leaders, 
such as blockleiters and zellenleiters, did not have anything to do with 
it is proved by the fact that the Prosecution admits that this was done 
by the most prominent members of the Corps of Political Leaders. The only 
thing which is relevant in this conjunction, therefore, is that the Commis- 
sion will learn from you whether the block and zellen leiters knew, in 
regard to the destruction of the free traže trade unions ena whether they 
considered this knowledge as an example of the knowledge of those political 
leaders of the joint conspiracy. Do you know, Witness, who caused the 
destruction of the tzade unions? Did the block and zellen leiters consider 
that &x a part of the conspiracy or the joint plan? 

COLONEL NEAVE: Well, did they know there wes one? 

DR. NATH: I feel that the question wes not answered. 

Q: Did the block and zellen leiters consider the destruction of the 
trade unions as & part of the conspiracy? 


A. We did not draw thetjconclusion in any way. 


Q. Was there any connection between the block and zellen letiers and 


the German Labor Fromt and the National Socialist Organization cells in 
different plants? Were they in position to give orders to tlose organizations, 
The German Labor Front and the National Socialist plant cells or their 
members? 

å. There was no connection of any kind with these block and zellen 
leiters/ and those two organizations, and we therefore did not have any 
authority to give instructions to them. 


Q. It is cleimed that there is a responsibility of block and zellen 
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leiters for the activities of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg in occupied 
territories. Did the block and zellen leiters know what the Einsatzstab 
Rosenberg was and what its functions were? 


À. We never heard of the Binsatzstab Rosenberg nor its functions. 


Q. I am coming back to the possible participation of the block and 


zellen letiers in the treatment of the Jewish population. The indictment 


steted that more and more severe measures were taken againet the Jewish 
population. I am referring, for instance, to the wearing of the yellow 
badge by Jews, to violent action against Jewish individuals and Jewish 
property, of the use of Jews for forced labor, the restrictionf of food 
rations as far as Jews were concerned, Have the block and zellen xmkkXexx 
leiters had any share in the carrying out of these or similar measures? 
Did the party leadership give instructions to the block and zellen leiters, 
and, if so, what kind, to participate in those anti-Jewish measures? 

A. I do not know anyth-ing whatsoever of the participation of block 
and zellen leiters and certainly not om the basis of of instructions from 
the party leadership in any way of anti-Jewish measures. 

Q. Now I am coming to those points of the indictment which consider 
violation of international law in regard to warfare. As far as the block 
and zellen leiters are concerned, I have to dwell on the following point: 
The Corps of Folitical Leaders is charged with the murder,af the wounding, 
and ill-treatment of Allied aviators who were forced to make emergency 
janding in Germany or in occupied territories. The Prosecution has sub- 
mitted a sa document, a letter by Reichsàeiter Bormann of 30 May 1944, 

PS 057, USA 329. I an giving you this short letter. That letter states 


that aviators who bailed out or had mede emergency landings had been 


lynched by the outraged populations, and the letter continued: "No 





y. i 0000 


Noll 
14 June 1946 


police or legal action has been taken against those members of the people 
who participated in those actions." The Prosecution stresses that that 
instruction§ has been given to the attention of the Corps of Political 
Leaders and that the key of dima Gistributicn contains the reichsleiters, 
geuleiters, kreisleiters, and the leaders of the party organizations. And 
the ortegruppenfuehrers should be informed of the directive only orally. 
Please look at the bottom of that document with the key of distribution and 
the statement by some man by the name of Pflueger, who said that the orts- 
eruppenfuehrers should be informed only orally. At that time you were a 
block-leiter, were you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were the blockleiters informed by the axtgx ortegruppenfuehrers 
va eny other party official of the content of the Bormana letter? 

A. I am definitely certain that we never learned of that letter in 
any form. 

Q. Did the mimakistx blockleiters receive any kind of instructions 
as to how hostile aviatore who had to bail out were to be treated? 

A. No, we never received such instructions either. 

Q. The indictment also is concerned with the treatment of foreign 
labor and PW's in Germany. Did the block and zellen leiters have anything 
to do with the PW's or foreign laborers, their treatment ai their feeding? 

A. We had nothing to do with those things. 

Q. I would like to show you an instruction which Hitler gave in 1939 


to Reichsleiter Bouhler and Dr. Brandt in regard to the so-called "mercy 


pw 
death”, euthenasia. This has been also used aa the indictment against the 


political leaders. It is claimed that Hitler granted to a certain group of 


doctore the privilege of giving that so-called mercy death to those ill 
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people who were considered beyond all maja human treatment. German text, 
Page 1423, session of Deceaber 17th. Did the block and zellen leiters 
learn anything about the order by Hitler through party officials, and how 
that order was carried out? 

A. Nobody informed us about that order. 

Q. I have reached the end of my interrogation, and I would like to 
ask you finally, Witness, as to £x whether the block and zellen leiters 
consider themselves guilty in connection with the xutiasmkx indictment. 

A. Tne block and zellen leiters as a unit consider it a grave 
injustice that they snould be charged with such an unjust XxüXxzemxtx 
indictmentyaxxmky insofar as they were innocent and idealistic servents 
thet considered their duties nothing but service to the people and to 
the State. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think that is & very wit question. Colonel 
Griffitn-Jones, do you wish to start now? 

PXXXXGGEGNELXGRIRERITMMAGNESX 4 Xxwenkximxaxkxyuuxaxisitiz 
CROSS-EXAMINATION 
Br COLONEL GRIFFITE-JONES: 

Q. I vant to ask youa little about your opposition to the Nazi 
party, whick, I understand, continued £x up to the time when you became 
a war blockleiter. 

A. My opposition to the Nazi party continued until the lest day, and 
we enemies of the Nazi party longed for the end of the Nazi system,and the 
liberation, as much as did the other peoples of the world. 

Q. Can you tell me the grounds of your opposition? I dont MENT a 
be  &xxx£Xam very long; just give me the headings. 


A. The main reason was of a domestic natures ] refer back to my 
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work as a judge in Guntzenhausen from 1929 to 1933. During that periodf the 
so-called "fighting period", the Nazi party, with the SA and the 55, came 
more and more into the center of public interest. I was a criminal juige 
during that period of time, and I was amazed to find out that there were 
many criainal elements who jumped on the band-wagon of the Nazi party. And 
during thet period of time there were several outrages committed by the 
exponents of the Nazi party--attacks against people who adhered to am other 
political thoughts. And I, as a judge, had to say to myself, "I? such 
elements form the Nazi party--even only part of the party--then there cannot 
be truth behind the program of the Nezi party." 

Q. Perhaps I can interrupt you there to ask you one or two questions 
on what you have said. Was that view held by the decent element in Germany? 

A. This I can't tell, because I don't know how the Nazis behaved in 
other places. 

Q. Was it the Corps of Political Leaders in those early days thet were 
responsible for the running of the Nazi party? 

A. I didn't even know the concept of the Corps of Political Leaders 
in 1933. 

Q. Xuuxkumwyxdidxxomxumkyxtk You know, do you not, that there had 
been a Corps of Political Leaders coming into power anyway? 

A. In 1933 I diagn't know anything about it. 

Q. But you know now that they did exist then? 

A. Even today I do not know whether such e Jorpe of Political 
Leaders existed before 1933. 


Q. You told ue that it was the worst elements in Germany that "jumped 


onto the band-wagon of the Nazi party." Was it such people that becage the 


early leaders of the Nazi party and held positions of influence in the party? J a 
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A. I merely stated that I, as a criminal judge in Guntzenhausen, 
found that criminal elements hed been admitted tothe ranks of the party, 
and that they adhered to the Nazi program. Whether they gained any 
leading positions, I don't know, because I hed no knowledge of the internal 
party structure. 

Q. Now, please go on and give us your reasons for being opposed to the 
Nazi party between 1933 and 1935. 

A. I stressed already that I doubted the honesty of the prociaimed 
goals of the party. Many Germans believed Hitler during the "fighting 
period" and later. I, myself, never could resolve to adhere to such a 
boundless belief, because certain events had made me doubt the honesty of 
such intentions. I already mentioned that, in May 1932, police arrested 
and brought to me two Nazie who hed thrown bricks into Jewish store and 
restaurant windows. Ii was my duty; I held those people since they denied 
3t. The local SA leaders tried to &mx& compel me to set those people free. 
I did not allow myself to be compelled. They took revenge. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Can't he answer these questions without so many 
reminiscenees? 

COLONEL GAIFFITH-JONES: Thank you. I was just going to stop hin. 

Q. You have told us about that incident, and 1 want to ask you this 
on it. You say you were threatened by disciplinary action a if you 
refused to let them out of &rrest. 

A. Yes; I wes transferred,as a disciplinary action, from Gunt zenhausen 
to Nurnberg. 


Q. Who transferred you? 


Bavarian 
A. The/Minister of Justice, Dr. Frank. 


Q. You did mention that when you said "disciplinary action"; by whom -— 


4 
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was that disciplinary action taken? 

A. It was teken by the Bavarian Minister of Justice; and at that 
time I also hed to defend myself against the accusation that I had spread 
the rumor that SA elements had set the Reichstag fire. The SA had started 
it at the order of SA Obergruppenfuehrer v. Obernitz, who was killed in 
the war. 

Q. You say that, when you came to Nurnberg, you continued your 
resistance? 

A. Yes. My early experiences never permitted me to become sympathetic 
with the party. 

Q. You told us that you were put under surveillance when you came to 
Nurnberg. Surveillance by whom? 

A. Of course that Guntzenhausen incident was reported to Nazi party 
authorities and I was considered politically suspicious. And during the 
years, 1952 to 1926, I repeatedly attempted, in accordance with my 
abilities, to be promoted. 

Q. That is enough. I don't think we need any more. When you say 
the incident was reported to party authorities--What party authority in 
Nurnberg? 

A. It is wy firm conviction that that information was transmitted 
to the gauleiter, as was the usual procedure, and the gauleiter handed it 
down to the lower officers. 


COLONEL NüAVE: I think we shall adjourn at this point. 


(Recess) 
12:44 





Com. B, 


sinter HIM, NOM 


14 June 1946 H0950 — 00 


OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 
1946. 


14 June 1946 


(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1400 HOURS) 


COMMISSIONER: 
Mr. George R. Taylor 


CORPS OF POLITICAL LEADERS 


DR. ERNST HIRT, a witness, took the stand and P) follows: 


A PT E aa a 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: Does the witness tealiee he is still under oath? 


WITNESS: Yes. 


CROSS EXAMINATION RESUMED 
. BY LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q. I want to ask ome further question on the point we were dealing with before 
the adjournment. You told us that after you got to Nurnberg you applied for further 
promotion,,and failed. Was that due to the Gauleiter and party refusal to give you 
further promotion? 

A. The Ministry of Justic8 could see from its files that the reasons for my 
compulsory transfer to Nurnberg. That is why I personally went to the Ministry. 

I was informed by the Ministry of the uselessness of my efforts. 

Q- Let me ask you quite directly - was it due basically to reports and 
influence of the Political Leaders that you were refused promotion? 

å. In my opinion the refusal of my applicagion had nothing to do with the 


Political Leaders. 
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Q. Was it due simply to the report from the SA to the Ministry of Justice! 

A. Yes, it was the recorded action of me with regard to the incident of which 
led to my compulsory transfer to Nurnberg, which was the cause of the refusal. 

Q- Now, you told gs that - I'm talking of befofe the War - as I understand 
there 


XExX were only completely politically reliable people put on the staff of the 


Ortsgruppenlei ter? 


\ 


A. I mmst assume that a certanty, because the/only used the staff of the 


Ortegruppe if they were completely politically reliable. 
Q. That presumably applies to the Staff of the Kreisleiter and of the 
Gauleiter? 
I can assume this, but I have no knowledge of this. 
It would be a remarkable thing wouldn't if if it were not 807? 
Certainly. 
And again speaking of before the War were the peacetime Zellenleiters 
and Blockleiters always appointed as being completely and politically reliable? 

A. I must assume that in pre-war times the selection of the Blotkleiters 
and Zellenleiters was made according to special qualifications, because in 
pre-war times there were many more party members at their disposal. 

Q. And it would be right, would it not, that one of those special qualifications 
was the fact that he was completely politically reliable? 

A. Yes, it would be correct to state that; however, whether the Ortsgruppe succeeded 
in the selection of a politically reliable person afterwards seems to be to be rather 
dubious. 

Q» Very well. Now, it was you who introduced today the expression "completely 
politically reliable". Do you mean by that a person who wholeheartedly supported the 
known Nazi policy? 

A. This is not considered identical. It was a matter of making the party 32- 


offices believe that one was rather reliable politically, so as to not fall into a trap. 
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Qe But I am talking of the peacetime Block and Zellenleiters. You've told 
us that with possible exceptions that they were all compktely politiéally re- 
liable. I just want to know what you mean by completely politically reliable, 
and do you mean a person who whole heartedly supported the policies of the Nazi 
party? 

A. The party authorities from their point of view mm, of course, we find the 
expression politically reliable as meaning exactly that he is a convinced Nazi. 

Q- And is that what you mean =- I go on asking it - is that what you mean by the 
people who were in peacetime on the staff of the various political leaders and the 
people who are the Block and Zellenleiters? 

A. I can only express the opinion that the party &uthorities considered such 
people as reliable since, Xm otherwise they would probably have not been put into 
these positions. 

Qe I just want to get it quite clear. I'm not sure with the two languages 
we'understand it enough. When you say that the Block and Zellenleiters were com- 
pletely politically reliable, do you mean by that they whole heartedly supported 
the Nazi policy? 

A. I cannot voice a judgment on a wider circle on Block and Zellenleiters; 
in order to do that I should have a wider circle of acquakhtances among the Blook- 
leiters and Zellenleiters in peacetime. 


Qe But now completely judged and a person who disepproved of the Nazi policy, and 


I imagine a person who had Emmm watched the political situation in Germany carefully 


and with some anxiety - now from your obeervation as such, can you tell me whether 
you would consider the people who held the positions of Block and Zellenleiters before 
the war were people who whole heartedly supported the Nazi policy? 

A. I cannot and do not want to maintain that because there is an essential 
difference - whether I am politically reliable or whether I seem to be politically 


reliable. 
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Q- I quite appreciate what you mean. Would I be right in saying that from all 
their actions and their behavior the persons who held the positions of Block- 
leiters and Zellenleiters up to the beginning of the war appe&red to be whole- 
heartedly supporters of the Nazi party? 

A. I could not agree to that. 

Qe Well, then, would you tell me what you agree to? 

À. I cannot agree to the assumption that a man having been in with the peace- 
time Block or Zellenleiters mst necessarily be stamped as a party fanatic or 
convinced party member. 

Q- Well, would he do everything he was told by the party? 

A. I do not know whether the Block or Zellenleiters had received special 
directives to be executed by them from the party. 

Q- Well, but you know, do you,not, that the Block and Zellenleiter both during 
the war and before the war were continuing to receive instructions in one sort or 
another by their party leaders? 

A. Yes, and I have described several times our tasks and duties. I was 
referring to special party directives which extended mz beyond the area of 
ectivities such as air raid measures. 

Q- I'11 come back to where we started. I'm not concerned for the mement 
about the directives that they received. I'm simply asking you would it appear 
that the people who held the positions of Block and Zellenleiters were supporters 
of the Nazi party? 

A. In public it seemed as such. 

Q- Now, when the war came were there many of the people holding the position 
of Block and Zellenleiter who were called up to the Army and had to be replaced? 


A. Yes. 


Q- You spoke about civil servants like yourself being appointed to replace = / 


them. Were there many civil servants who did take over positions of Block and Zellen- 
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leiters? 

A. Within the call, there was an increasing number of civil servants who 
became Block and Zellenleiters. 

Q. Can you give me any idea of the estimate of that totel number? 

A. It is impossible. 

Q. And you, of course, cannotsay whether the others were opposed or did 
it under protest or not? 

A. I know of a number of Block and Zellenleiters who tried their best to be able 
to evade the acceptance of such a post. 

Q. How many do you know of? 

A. Within my near invironment - 45. 

Q. Passing to another matter, you told that the Block and Zellenleiter were not 
regarded as Hoheitstraeger. 

A. That is correct. 

Q. For the purpose of the record I would like just perhaps to read out a short 
paragraph which was referred to this morning, but not, I think, actually read. I 
refer to the bound volume of Ber Hoheitstraeger for 1939, PS 2958, US 325, and which 
was quoted to show that Der Hoheitstraeger included nobody below the Ortsgruppen- 
leiter. I quote from that from page l of the February 1939 edition where it sete 
out the distribution. It says this - In accordance with the instructions of the Reichs- 
organizationsleiter, it is received by the following Hoheitstraeger and Political 
Leaders in theOrganizationsbuch and Ortsgruppenleiters, and it then sets out the various 


leiters dawn to Ortegruppenleiter. I'll ask you one question to make the point clear. 


If that was the total ~= that list was the total of Hoheitstraeger, would there have 


been any reason for inserting the words "the following" in that sentence? 
A. I did not completely understand the question. 


Q.xXmwxxxyxktkxixikxixixximxxsitkm You see that that is to be distributed to the 


following Hoheitstraeger. Well, if that list included all the Hoheitstraeger and if ` 
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there were no other Hoheitstraeger besides those included in that list, would there 
be any reason for insertine the words "The followingf4$ "1 

A. I want to leave the point alone, and I do not know the point really. Whether this 
has a special meaning "the following" or whether is is merely a lack of cleverness on 
part of the ditor. 

Q. I only want to refer you to one other document on that point. Do you know that 
in the organization book for 1943, and I assume for every other year as well. I'm 
sure Dr. Nath will correct me if I'm wrong. The Hoheitstraeger are set out as 
follows: I refer to PS 1893, at page #3 of the English translation. which will be 
found in the leadership corps document book. I understand it is peze 98 of the 
oroginal copy. The Hoheitstradzer set out as follows: The Fueher, The Geuleiters, 
The Kreisleiters, The Ortsgruppenleiters, The Zellenleiters, and the Blockleiters, 
and the sectors of sovereignty are the Reich, Gauleiters, Kreisleiters, Ortwgruppen- 
leiters, Zellenleiters andBlockleiters. If the Block and Zellenleiters were not 
Hoheitstraegers, can you explain for them being sét out as such in the official 
organization book of the party? 

À. I have no explanstion for that. 

Q- I vant to go on to one further matter. 


DR. MATH: The witnesses wishes to make an additional explanation. 


A. I said before I had no explanation for it. If opposite to the reality, the 


organization book contains the titles of Block and Zellenleitersas listed within 
the Hoheitstraeger, it may be a project for the future. 

Qe Very well, now you have spoken to us or rather you have told us too a 
number of matters during the course of your evidence. For instance, the Jews, 
churches, and other matters. Didyou know personally any Block or Zellenleiter 
before the war started? 

A. Yes. 


Q. How many did you know? A Á 


À. I know very weàl two Blockleiters and one Zellenleiter. 
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Q- When you gave us your evidence about these matters were you expressing 
the views that those three persons held or were you sandman only your own 
views om those persons like yourself before and during the war? 

A. I have only voiced the experiences of my comrades and who were with me. 

EXTXXE. 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: I have no further questions. 

MR. TAYLOR: Does the other counsel desire to zmr cross-examine. 
BY COL. Kerov (Russian prosecution) 

Q. Is it correct that your having been persecuted due to the refuals 60 re- 
lease to SA. Were there any laws or directives which permitted them mixing of SA 
into Jewish problems, legal matters? 

A. The situation with the two SA men was the external reason for the local SA 
leader to report about me to the SA man, Obernitz. The report included as a main 
point against me the fact that I was eupposed to hawe spread the rumor that it was 
the Nazi party and not the communists who had put fire to the Reichspost. 

Q. Is it in fact so that SA and Gestapo were forcing their opinions upon the 
court? 

À. Obernitz has made his report to the Ministry of Justice, and he has de- 
clared that I was incompetent with my position. 

Q- The resigning civil servant — would it have impressed considerably for 
him to resign the party as well as the authorities? 

A. The reason which the civil servant had for his resignation from the party whih 
was tzik decisive. If it was done his political reasons which was the case most 
likely in most cases, he would have to figure on a disciplinary which might end his 
dismissal from the service. 


Q- So it is a fact that theparty and state authorities under Hitler formed a 


common front and recollected with each other in a common aim and goal? 77 


À. The basic principle which was valid was that party and state was one and 
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upon this principle they acted. 
blindly 
Q. Were you told to follow the commands of the leaders/and without any thought 


on your own? 

A. That is what Hitler and his gang wished to achieve, but the largest part 
of the people was not critical enought to dubiam for such a metto. 

Q- Will you please state the fact that the blind confidence received upon 
the leaders leads him to do whatever he wishes to do? 

À. Never. 
BY LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q. There was one matter which I had wished to ask a few questions on. May 
I ask permission to do so. Witness, we have heard during the course of this in- 
quiry a certain amount about the party court. Can you tellus what the functions 
of that court were? 

A. I have never spoken of the party court. 

Q- Did you know that the Nazi party ran a court of their own - a judicial, 
criminal proceeding? 

A. I knew. I was conscious of the fact that the party did have courts, so 
called honor courts. 

Q- Do you know anything of the function of those courts or what they did? 

A. I know nothing in detail or in general. 

Q- Do you know whether persons who committed crimes or party merb8rs who 
committed crimes were tried by that court and not by the normal state courts? 

A. In my opinion the high courts heard cases of more or less severe in- 
fractions of high discipline. 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: All right. 


BY DR. NATH (DEFENSE COUNSEL) 


s 
Q. The English prosecution has referred to the organization book, paze 98, A 
U 


listing the Hoheitstraecer. This book was edited by Ley. This book also lists 





Com. B. | 
on =e EEUU 
pga 1946 H0950 -0040 
Zellenleiters and Blockleiters as Hoheitstraegers. Am I permitted to submit an 
affidavit for the purpose of having it put on record which refers to the way the 
book was put together and the value of the book. I shall permit myself to have 
this document branslated as quickly as possible and to submit it to the judge and to the 
gentlemen of the prosecution. May I be permitted to read to you the essential parts 
of this affidavit. The affidavit was made by Karl Hederich. It has been notorized 
by an Allied officer in this building. His name is not very well deciphered. Hederich 
was a deputy chairman of the Commission for National Social publication from 1934 to 

eS isis bestioiseoiserisit beteat ees Members of the Commission consisted of 
among others the office of Goebbels, Rust, Rosenberg, and Amann. The Reich organization 
had an expert in the person of Oberbefehlsleiter, Chief Commander leader, Seltzner. 
May I call attention of the Commission to this book which the prosecution has quoted 
has been authored by the Rutekxistxerxisy.Reichsorganizationsleiter Ley. His deputy 
in this Commission was Seltzner. The maker of this affidavit, Mr. Hederich, describes 
the tasks of this Commission. Up to the year 1925, the National Socialism contained 
the definiation of the organizational tasks of the party. Due to the leavéng of 
the SA of the political leadership, a reorganization had become necessary in the 
year 1932. I'm stillquoting extracts. Thatis why a new organizational plan had to be 
made up in the years 1935 and 1936. The party chairmanship was reorganized into offices. 
The draft of this plan of organization was with the advisor in such matters, Mehnert. 
Mehnert was in the organization office of the NSDAP. Before the first publication 
of the organizational book, Bouhler made a report to the Fuehrer. The maker of the 
affidavit states that possibly the Reichorganization alsl reported to the Fuehrer. 
I am quoting verbally. "I myself have been instructed only by Bouhler for whom I 
was deputized. Bouhler at that time told me that the Fuehrer did not want to put 
himself on record officially and authoratively regarding the organizational structure. 


Otherwise, he realized well that the Reichsorzanizationsleiter needed a preliminary y^ 


basis for his work. " I am quoting literally, page 3 of the document. iud 
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certain questions had come up regarding the extention of the concept of Hoheitstraeger. 
I myself had pointed out to the expert in such matters, Mehnert, that according 
to the directives of the fudises] Mis deputy, respectively Block and Zellenleiters 
were not to be regarded as Hoheitstraeger. Mehnert answered this as merely a matter 
of organizational form. The inclination of the Block and Zellenleiter within the con- 
cept of Hoheitstraeger would not, in fact, have anything at all. He based his xtmwmá 
views on the fact that unless he included Block and Zellenleiters into the concept of 
Hoheitstraeger, which included the others and their staff, it would have been necessary 
to create a third category for that it was quite clear that despite the extension of 
the Hoheitstraeger, Block and Zellenleiters were not bo be burdened with any extended 
authority. No change should have been made in practice in their position ae it is. 
I know that Block and Zellenleiters never had the authority to exercise the privileges 
and rights of a Hoheitstraeger. The Ortsgruppgenleiter were toward the bottom --- 
the lowest real Hoheitstraeger with right of meeting and disciplinary rights." The 
affidavit is dated l3 June 1946. 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: We will get an English copy of that as soon as 
possible? 

DR. NATH: Yes. 

MR. TAYLOR: Are there any objections on the part of the prosecution 
as to the Cif fees ot the affidavit~. -l ace oen, 1 

LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: I have no objections., 

MR. TAYLOR: The affidavit will be received in evidence and marked 


defense exhibit P.L. -5.  .. Is there any further testimony desired from this 
witness?  XEXXEXX 

Witness will be excused. 

DR. NATH: The witness would like to make another remark. 


py Men Perper e n 


ii The matter I referred to is that Tory often it has been said 


^ ; 
that there is such a thing as a Reich directive publication, extending from the O 


first war years, which was said to be a party directive or similar order. Ac- 
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cording to which during wartime no regular Block and Zellenleiter were permitted to 


be appointed. The Reichsverfugungsblatt is an authorative order of the party. 


MR. TAYLOR: Witness excused. 


(THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 1530 HOURS) 


The foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 


DR. ERNST HIRT, taken on xkxdunexk@t¢Gixmx 13 and 14 June 1946. 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY TOR THE i 
DEFENSE OF OHG.NIZATIONS, TKN DETORE A 
COMMISSION ;.270IL TED GY THE INTEINATLONALL 
MILITARY TAIOUiILL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 
OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 
1946, : 
l4 Juno 1946 
(TEE COIISSION CONVINED ..T 1000 HOURS) 
COLMI StI ONER: 
Col, A.M.S. Noavo 
CORPS OF POLITIC.L LEIDER 

Di, ERNST NIRT, a witness, took the stend ond testified 
cs follows: 

BY THE COMMISSIONER: Docs the witness roclizo ho is still 
under octh, 

4 Yos, 

COL. NEŁVE: Mr, Neth. 

MR. HATH: ( Defenso Counsel for Corpss of Political 
Leaders) Yesterday we stopped with the discussion on tho post 
tion and tho tasks of c Blockloiter, liy I continuo with per- 
mission of tho Cormissi oner? 

COL. NEAVE: Yes, 

DIRECT BXAMIUATION RDSU:ED 
BY VR, NATH: 

Q Witness, were you ordered to regular conferonces at 
the local group leader, and if so, how often would these 
conferences take place? Who was present cand what points were 
under discussion? 

A Every week was supposed to take place a socalled 
conference evening, Ylocklicters ond  Zollenleiters vore supposed 
to take port in these conferences regularly, In reclity thore 
appeared on an average of about one-half of thom. Besides tho 
Blockleiters ond Zellenleiters, it happoned sometimes thet 


representatives of the National Sociclist Welfare Locguo, and 


also air raid percaution people were present, if it so happened 


that tasks wore under discussion which wero connéctod with the 


activities of these reprosentatives of the air raid porcaution, 
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ond it might hevo happened that now tasks wore assi 
theso people. 

Q Vere these new tasks politicci tasks or were these 
tasks roforring to the relief cnd welfare work? 

4o had none or only in very small mecsuros to fill of 
any tasks of & political ncturo. We were wcrtiuo Block and 
Zollenliciters, It ws up to us to have cchieved tho trust of 
the population particulcrly in the fulfilliuont of our tasks, 

Q Witness, the prosecution submitted, referring to the 
organization book of tho party, thet the Blockleitors who hed 
the closost connection with the population - thet is they were 
most suited to influonce and supervise the population from a 
political pcint of view, Mr, Justico J ackson has designated 


as “Little Caosors" 
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who terrorized thepopulation, ls thet correct? 

g to the way I have seen and noticed things, this isnot 
correct at all in any case, According to my observations those Blcckleiters 
and Zellenleiters who worked during wartime in such capacity have only with 
great discussion fulfilled their duties. Ihe main profession of each party 
member was very Cifficult. There was a great ceal of additional work for 
him during the war in the exercise of him in his regular profession, It was 
the second w;rló war. The misery of the people rose from day to day. Every- 
one took care of himself and his family members. He hac neither the desire 
nor the time to influence the population politically in any direction whetso- 


Therefore, one cannot speak cf us as little Caesars or little leaders. 


As far as any individual fanatics might have been guilty of such things, the 
whole cf the Block and Zcllenleiters cannot be made responsible for their 


actions, 


Col. Storey has submitted #1383, dated December 13, 1945, that 


f 
the Blockleiter were representatives of the German police, in fact it was 


the Blockleiters who were the little leaders with regard to authority over 
the citizens. Is that correct? 

A No, Wie had no political authority whatsoever, We also had 
no power whatsoever over the incivicual block residents, To the contrary 
we had to be obliging to the Block resident otherwise, we would not be 
able to achieve the fulfillment of our tasks. For instance, where collections 
are concerned and air precaution measures. 

The prosecution submits further that the Blockleiters were in a 
position without legal authority by any ccurt to c onfisceate property and to 
deprive Plcck residents cf their lives even. Were the Blockleiters ever 
authorized in such a way? 

That never was the case. Toward the Block residents we had only 

d no depriving whatso ever. 

The Vrganization of the Party, 1943, tage 71, reads: 

The 4oheitstraegers and the SA within his district can request the competent 
SA leader if he requires them in order to fulfill the political tasks with 
which he had been burdened. This is an oral statement of theprosecution, 
German 1390, dated 17 December 1945, As a Blockleiter were youxdesignated 


a Hoheitstraeger? I shall later discuss the concept of Hoheitstraeger. 
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Were you as a Blcckleiter authorized to requisition or commit the SA or any 
other organizations as the SS or the Hitler Youth? 


COL. NEAVE: Dre Nath, let him answer these questions separately. 


The first questiom was he designated a Hoheitstraecer? 


DR. NATH: Why didn't you ask him if he was designated a Hoheit- 
straecer? Go cone You stated yourself that the man was a Hoheitstraeger. 
BY DEFENSE COUNSEL: 
S I wish to know it as a Blockleiter whether he was designated as a 
Hoheitstraecer, 
A If necessary at all it should have been the Orstzruppenleiter, but 
it was completely impossible for me. 


` Were the Blockleiters authorized to make arrests for political or 


le." 
any other reascns? ; 


A Never. 
Or a house search? 
Nevere 


Could they make arrests out of the SA or SS any other corzaniza- 


Ihat was entirely out of the question. 
el Has any party authority ever at any time asked such actions of the 
Blcekleiters? 
Never, 
G éhat were the connections between the Plockleiter and other Nazi 
organizations, As, for instance, the SD or the Gestapo? 
A chere were no connections whatsoever? 
" How much an? within what area was the connection between the Block- 
leiter and the “ational Socialist Welfare ,eaders? 
A “t has happened the the “ational Socialist Welfare Leaders 
organizations has contacted the Blockleiters by way of local group leader 
and "reisleiter if it was a question of collections or other similar activities. 
Q Cole Storey has submitted that the “oheitstraeger had to supervise 
all the party officiàls within their area and that they were also responsible 
bi 
for the discipline, but would it fail to the Blockleiter to supervise party 


authorities? 
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9) Fave 101 cf the Yrganization Book, called FS 1093 reads: It is 


for the Blockleiter to find the propogator of harmful rumors 
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and to report to the Ortsgruppen so tht competent state authorities may 
be notificd. Were the Blockleiters or the Ortsgruppenleiters or other 
authorities asked to spy on the residents of their blocks and to re ort 
them by name, 2s submitted by the prosecution, refcrring to the Organization 
Bouke The Germen text, page 1282, 17 of December 1945. 

Such order to spy and to informwere nd received by us as far as 
it fell within the scope of my observeti.n. It would have been contrary 
to our entire position as opposite to the resident block. We could not 
achieve anything working against the population. Rather we hod to work with 
them and certainly informing on them would not have been the way to do ite 
It is corect that every German, according to the press, radic and speeches 
of the Ortscrupsenleiter were asked to report any one whe spread harmful 
rumorse This was expected of overy German and not nly the Block and Zellen- 
leiterse It was up to esch individual German, whether he wanted to humiliate 
himself to become an informer or whether he did nct want to do so. For 
every decent German whether he was 2 Dlockloitor or “slleniiciter there ree 
mained the thought that the word scahda 
with the informer. 

eny case where a Bloskleiter or 2elloanleiter has 
man citizen 

nounce him that the person concerned 


was put in a concentration caup or that 


from it? 


my local crovp, I ci now of any such casce 
corrsot that it was for theBlockleitsr to write a regular 
report and what sort of morales 3 concerned? 

I kn 
Blockleitcrs 
mentioned that he had tc it mrak ro] © the 
Gauleiters. That is why he ssk 5 to tell him abo 
Situation of the populati n even thcuch it may heve 

Q Have you heard of such mrale reperts contai 

citizens? 

No, never. This is a matter of merely finding out 


morale of the popul-tion about which the local group leader wi 
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For instance, whether air raid precaution measures wereconsidered to be 
effidient. 

Q I'm submitting to ycu, witness, an order cf the deputy of the 
Fuehrer #127, dated 5 October 1936. This order is reproduced in Document 
#2639 FS, Pape 328 to 330. This order reads: The Reich War Minister has 
consented to the relief and care of sóldiers! familics by the party and in 
particular by the Block and Zellenleiters. This directive is td be pub- 
lished in all party cffices, inclucine Jown to the Zellen anc Blockleiters, 
an? the conficence of the faith which is being ha^ into the good work of the 
Zellen anc Blockleiters, mi then the directive cf Hess is being quoted ver- 
ballye I quote; "Never must the Zellenleiter anc Blockleiter become ob- 
noxiouse The care an? relief should neverbecome Srying anc informinge This 


would not evade confidences We have here an official perty cirective which 


expressly forbi^s the Zellen and Blockleiters t^ act asinfcrmerse This woul- 


lead to destruction cf the confidence which it was up to the Block anc Zellen- 
leiters to acquire from the ;opulation," W ^i? you know this pro- 
hibition anc was it valid in practice in particular? 

"e are mt acquainted directly with the Cirective originating from 
the deputy cf the Fuehrer. I know nothing about the Soldiers! f-milies 


having h22 such cares The Blockleiters were asked t fulfill the task cf 


relief and care with ut any Ciseriminaticn about any residents cf the block. 


Y 


I have said before that we ha? no order to wo iS informers and exactly 
the order which we ha^ to acquire the confidence of the residents of the bl-ck 
persons, Informing anc spying were excluded from cur wrke 
Q Were y.u and tho Blockleiturs acquainted with the Orsanizati n bock 
by Ley? Was the Special attention of the Blockleiter called t this book 
and was it cbserved in ,ractice? 
Lhe Gryanization Book 


7 


attention was not called to ite 


7 


o) 1 other s ther people may have been acouairix 
(| wish to discuss witht he witness th 
straeger pertaining to the Block and Zollenleiters. 
whit your ecncoot «f? the Block and Zelleneleiters with when you were aa-- 


qQuainted was with the : ther Hoheitstraczers? AMY 
H0950 — 0050 
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4 I do not believe that myself or any of the others had any very elear 
idea or had mede themselves think on tho subject of the meaning of the word 
Hohoitstraoger, The idea that we night have been Hoheitstraegers was complote- 
ly strange to us. We considered the Ortsgruppenleiter as a Hoheitstraeger, 
because he was in possession of the political and directive rights, 

«& Wore the Block and Zellenleiters in power with Hoheitstraegers over 
the residents of their block ? In other words were the Block or Zellenleiters 
in a position to give them obligatory orders — political kind in any matter 
whatsoever ? 


å That was entirely impossible, 

Q Who besides the Ortsgruppe had Hoheitstraeger sovereignty and con- 
sequently might have been designated as a Hohe4 tetraegor ? 

4 According to our ideas those were tho Kreisloitoere and Gauleiters, 

Q 2 am submitting to you, witness, a directive of the deputy of tho 
Fuckrər, dated 25 October 1934. It is to bo found in the book directive of 
the deputy of the leader 1937, The prosecution has submitted this as document 
PQ,8,. 2639, I'm roforring to the paragraph $ l of the directive which reads 
as follows : The political leadership within the party and any other euthor- 
ities outside of the party which consists of the state and other authorities 
is contained solely end only with their Hoheitstraegerg That is to say with 
myself, with the Gauleiter, with the Kreisleiter and the Ortsgruppenleiter, 
This order only goes down to tho Ortsgruppenleiter, That is to say it does 
not go down as far as Zellen and Blockleiter, Has this directive been followed 
also in lator years. That is to say between 1937 and 1945 ? 

A We know nothing but that the Ortsgruppenleiter, the Kreisleiter and 
Gauleiter were those Hoheitstraeger competent for us, 

Q Later I am taking the liberty of submitting to thə Commission several 
documents of later yəars which will show clearly that Hoheitstraoger are 
counted only from Ortsgruppenleiter on upward. The relative documents are at 
present in the translating department, The prosecution has submitted under 
C-9, the German text of the minutes of the records 1386, 17 December, that the 
Hoheitstraeger are a special group appearing recognizable within the Corps of 
Political Leaders. This was proven by the publication of the Magazine Der 


Hoheitstraeger, Were you acquainted with the publication of Der Hoheitstraegor, 


LLLI 
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and was it sent to tho Blockleiters from the high authorities ? 
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4 We Gid not know of tho existence of this publication, and we definite- 
ly were not 4nformea of such. I'm not acquainted with the fact whether one or 
another heard about it from different sources, 

Q The prcsecution has referred to tho list records, Page 1386, dated 
17 December 1945, which show that this publication was permitted only to very 
definite characterizations designated Hoheitetraeger and Political Leaders; 
however, the prosecution has refrained from submitted that exactly the Block 
and Zellenleiter which was by far the largest part of the Political Leaders - 
93% were not permitted to receive this publieation, I am referring to document 
PS 2958, U.Se. A. 325, it is tho magazine, Der Hoheitstraegor, series #2, 1939, 
and I refer you to the first inner page. This shows the distribution diagrame 
I am showing to the witness a notoriged copy of this distribution d3agran, 


This shows that the lowast sector which was permitted to receive this public- 


H0950-0052 


ation was the Ortsgrupponloiter, i TII I 


Te COL. GRIFFITH JONES 1 May I soo it, please ? 
BY DEFENSE COUNSEL 3: 

Q Furthermore I an showing you a copy fron the same document PS 2958 
which shows that the magazine publication Der Hoheitstraeger was to be kept 
secret, was only restricted and was not to be given into any hands than those 
people who were mentioned expressively in the distribution plan which was just 
mentioned here, 

COL. NBAVE : Col. Jones Griffith, do you want to see this other document? 

LT. COL JONES Yes. 

BY DEFENSES COUNSEL 3 

Q That is to say the lowest political leader, the Blockleiter and Zellen- 
leiter were according to the ones enumerated in the publication of Der Hoheit- 
Straeger, excluded from these, Could you express this fact to the Commission 
in respect to the position of the Block and Zellenleiter ? 

å The facts submitted hero before the Commission show without any doubt 
that we were not put there by the party as Echeitstraeger, Tho reasons for 
this will be found in our exceedingly close connections with the population, 
and authorities did not think it right to have enough confidence in us to 
inform us about certain matters which are to be kept secret for fear that they 
would infiltrate the population. 

Q I am now coming to an entirely different part of questions. Will you 
inform us whether the Blockleiters, known to you, were members of the Christian 


confession ? 
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Ae I did not know among the Blockleiters and Zellenleiters with whom I 
was acquainted any one who was not a Christian or who had resigned from the 
churche 

Block and Zellenleiters belonging with your Ortseruppen- 
leiter take part in church activities? For instance, would thcy t^ke part in 
the processions? 

I know of such a thing, Only Catholics tok part in processions. 

Q. Did tho Blockleiters receive directives from any party authority, 

particularly from the Ortsgruppe to resign from the Church? 
No such directivos were givene 

Qe I am now coming to the questions regarding the responsibility of the 
Political Leaders in regard to the conspiracy. The prosecution in the documen 
II, German text, pace 15, and all records, German text, page 1368, dated 17 
December 1945, has submitted that the Politicnl Leaders of the Nazi party 
have followed a common plan or a conspiracy and had taken active part in it, 
and that execution of this common plan or conspiracy, first, crime against the 
people, crime against the rules of war and three to commit crimes acai 
humanity. The prosecution says from the party practtice the main parts of the 
Nazi program for conquest and domination. Trial brief II, German text, 

15, protocol nire 1397, dated 17 December 1945. I want to submit to the wit- 

individual points of the program and I shall ask you to take an 
attitude towards this from the point of view of tho Blockleiter. First, 
incorporation of all Germans in Grossdentsches Reich, »ortainins to this 
reads in the party program part I. "We asked for the union of all German of 
self-determination of people into a Grossdeutschland." Will you elucidate 
this? 

Ae after this point one of the program, no right thinking German could 
possibly heve an idea that this end would be achieved by such like doints. 

Qe With regard to the question pertaining to the cancellation of the 
Treaty of Versailles, point Noe 2. fe ask equal rights of the German people 


towards other nations, +he cancellation of the peace treaty of Versailles. 


"hat wes the understanding of the Blockleiters and Zellenleiter of this point. 
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Ae It is based upon the experience. It always has been that vanquished 
peopled tried to find easier conditions pertaining to the original pence 
treaty or to even have it cancelled. History has also proven that such 
efforts werc unusually unseccessful because the living together of peoples 
made it necessary that such pressing conditions hac be removede Such an 
aim could not scom of harm to the German pooplee Of course, one only 
thoucht of the pencful regulations of the situation by contract on an 
international bsasise 

4. Point three of the party program pertaining to tho demand for land 


and soil. I quote, "Ye demand land an soil, colonies, to fecd our people and 


1 


to settle our surplus population," ferc these program points taken to men 


a plan to take a conquest of foreign territory? 


i 


No decont German thought such a thin He could not possibly think 
of such plans because he was not made acquainted with pertiment plans of the 
hirhest party of stato leadershipe The German people thought that the demand 
for return of the colonios was particularly reasonable in view of the fact 
that the last war had brought about economy distress and unemployment. 

In which way were these points of the party program to be achieved - 
legally, illegally, by war or peaceably. Will you please tell the court about 
this especially for the Block and Zellenleiters? 

A. We thought only of a peaceful legal solution of this problem. The 
highest party and state office authorities underlined exactly that. It is 
only today that we can recognize and know that we were cheatede 

Qe Will you stick to your view if I submit a document to you which was 
that in July 1941, Hitler intended to incorporate into the Reich area the 
Crimea, Alsace, the Baltic states and also other Eastern territory in order to 
exploit. That is the first and latter to settle Germans therce It is here in 
the document submitted by the prosecution marked L-221, document USA 317. It 
refers to the discussion of the conference in the Fuehrer's headquarters, 

16 duly 1941. I am submitting to you a notorized copy of the document mentioned, 
and I shall ask you to pay attention to #2 pare 2 of my copy. Where it is 
mentioned the incorporation of Crimea, etc. 
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COLONEL NiAVE: Waite a minute , Doctor Nath.iWhy should a person in the 
position of 4 blockleiter be asked this question? 

DR. NATH : He is to take an attitude to the fact that opposite to his 
views regarding the party program, the highest party authorities acted secret. 
against the stated matter. and he is to tell the Commission of the attitude ' 
the group leader to the a ction of the higher authorities in Vienna in 191. 

COLONEL. WEAVE: I see. 

Q "ould you also see rage 4 f m py No. 3, the third paragraph from 
the bottom, which talks of t moire Baltic Territories becoming a part of 
Reich area. 4 little further it is said that the Baltic colonies anc the 
peninsula also must come to Germany. Will you please take an attitude toward 
this from the point of view of the Zellenleiter. 

à The block and Zellen leite yore fictitiously told by the higher 
authorities. gauleitung and kreisleitung, that the strug jf the German 
was for their very existence and 

sent in foreign countries or anything 

se, and never 2 W& of conquest. lt is most 

moving to find out today wh were t ecret ide and intentions of the sc 

called "Fueher't 

as instigators or accomplices on t 

drafting or e oun plen or of 2 conspiracy whose aim was the 

bringing about of ^ crime against tho eozle? I quote the formulation of th: 

MAin indictment, “hat was the sowledsy Of the blockleiters and zollenleite: 
of such a ples 9r conspiracy.? 

We didn't have t'e slizo*o*" idea of such a plan. it is inconceival 

to mo hof one could poss; HJ eve harbor the suspicion of s a thought. Or 


yu =. glen ft wing 
should think ove ” following, 


AVE: We don't want to hear his personal views. e must hear 


h` a 23 1- ^ 1 n0330h*. 
iba) o1.0ckleiters thought. 


Q "ill you please formulate your answers in such a manner not to be 


acquainted with such 


to express the same thing, but I can formubte it different 


In order for all block and Zellenleiters to become acquainted with such a p 


it sh.uld be a pre-condition that such a plan would 


have been published. 
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(Recess) 

COLONEL NiZíVE: Dr. Nath, will you go one 

Q Have the blockleiters or the Zellenleiters learned within the framevor.: 
of the party organization anything of a plan for aggressive war, for instance, 
TER Poland? 

A «at that time I was not a Dlockleiter,. But I have learned from subseqe! 
conversations with other blockleiters that they were, just as tne other people 
as a whole, totally surprised by the outbreak of the war. above 
realized that the war had beer arted arbitrarily by Hitler and that he pur- 


sued agcressive aims by 


id the blockleiters and Zellenleiters react to the outbreak of the 


COLONEL HEAVZ: Wait a monent, He wasn't a blockleiter at that time was hc 


p 


of the conversations he had subsequentl; 


If oes 
Very well. 
my conversations with blockleiters I have decided 


expected the var. Everybody considered the outbreak of the war a national 
am now coming to po four’ of the party program: unequal evaluation 
of races, and anti-Semitism, I quote from ti party program: "4 citizen can 
be only the person vho is a member of the German folk. à member of the Germn 
folk can be only one who is of. German blood regardless of his faith, and there. 
can be a member of the German folk." It cannot be denied that that 
“Lscrinination against citizens of Yewish fait 
a consequence of that } the most | persecutions have resulte 
How did the political leaders--blockleiters anc zallenlei S-~whom you have 
known, interpret that part of the 
Nobody can deny that tl t part of the party program meant discrimination 
against the Jews. But the dece t part of the German pe iid not want to have 
any part of such discrimination, That is equally true 
zellenloiters. But after Hitler's scizure of power, no individual had any 


to oppose the carrying out of the party program 
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martyr -- and not everybody had tho 


An open ficht a 


“inst tho anti-Semitic 
but a ticket ti 


But, in the first years of the Hitler 


4 


rranted means 


Jewish civil sorvants, for instance, were retired, oithor with 


ension ri hts. 


a point of action for the party would be 


we could not anticipate in any 


Jewish question would be broucht about in 
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a whclc, 

Q I suunarizo, and I would like to ask you also for a briof summary 
reply. Did the political leaders -- blockloitors and zollonlcitcrs -= consi-3cr 
tho above points of tho party propran as a basis of a common plan or 
conspiracy to dominate or to conquer their own nation or forcirn nations and 
then, further, to commit crimes acainst the people, the rules of international 
warfare, and humanity? 

A "o could not draw any conclusicns from the points of thc party procra: 


in rogard to Cominatine or conqucrin;: intenticns of the party or tho Static. 


That vas the plan the supreme leadership of the party and tho 
P r 4 t v 


n 


keep secrete Because we were tho lowest level of party leaders and were 


close contact with the people, wo would have been the ones who would have 
informed i people of the intentions of party and State leadershi;. ind it 3 
erally-known fact that Hitler gained power and maintained power only by 


1 


pasanda and by deceit and keepin the people d 


3 4 


un and stupid and uninforned 
about his intentions, But, if it was the intention of Hitlor to keep the poop? 
dumb and uninforned, thon it was absolutely necessary that wo, the lowest leader 
of tho party, should be kept dumb and uninforned ind it was particularly 
obvious at all those neotinczs held for us by tho Ortsrruppenfuehrer. That 
Orts¢ruppenfuehrer was woll in a position to deliver beautiful speeches on hdéroc 
and the achievements of the party and its leaders, but kept well away. from 
liscussing any plan of the party leadershin. 
COLONEL NEAVE: I think that question has bce 1 ec sufficiently e 

Q I desire to make just one pointe he rrose holds that the Corp: 

of Political Leaders, which would include block and ze loitors, 
for all measures, includin: lerislavivo 

pugpose of conspiracy of those individuals aud orranizations lered crimina: 
for the plans carried out by those individuals. Refer to b, Page 27 of the 
German text. I refer to the German text, Page lll of 17 December 1935, Dia 
the blockloiter and zellenleiter have any kind of influence, even only cf a 


suggestive nature, in regard to the legislation of the Third Reich? 


SOY 


4 We never were granted to take opposition to such ordinancos, We, 


o 


however, just as the German people, were confronted with accomplished facts. 
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Q The Frosecution claims that a definito proof of the participation 


in the conspiracy was its participation in the persecution of the 
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Christian Church. We would like to determine the part the politi- 
cal leaders played in the persecution of the Christian Church and 
what knowledge they had of it. Did the party leadorship give to 
the block and zellen loiters information as to its attitude toward 
Christianity and the Christian Church? Was it done either through 
the’ Ortsgruppenfuechrer or through other party channols or training 
organizations of the party? 

A Everybody know that the party endeavored to weaken the 
influence of the Christian churches. And that attitude particular- 
ly produced much hostility and opposition against tho party among 
the people. But we were not told what the future intentions of 
the perty leadership toward the churches were. But it is charac- 
toristic that our Ortsgrupponfuehrer told us that we should avoid, 
as far as possible, difficulties with the church and its ministers. 
I do recall that, at meetings with the Ortsgruppenfuchrer, some 
block and zellen leiters made inquiries in regard to certain minis— 


ters who had been reported to have made Statements which could 


interpreted as being hostile to the party. Residents of their 


blocks had told them So, and they inquired what action they should 
take. And then the Ortsgruppenfuehrer replica that they should re- 
frain from becoming involved personally, as zellen or block leiters. 
in that controvorsy. That shculd bo taken care of by othor offi- 
cials. I personally interpreted that as reference to tho SD and 

the Gestapo, which actually supervised and surveyed the ministers, 

Q A large number of Protestant and Catholic ministers and 
members of religious orders were arrested by the Nazis and brought 
intc concentration camps. The property of the churches was confis- 
cated. Did the party membership inform the block and zellen loitor: 
of the reason for such actions? ; 

A In numerous Speeches, in training courses in mectings, 
we were often told that tho ministers of both the Christian churches 
didn't care for the party, and that they even Openly or in a hidden 
way were fighting the party. Tho overwhelming majority of tho block 


and zellen leiters had a Christian attitude, and therefore wo knew 
1039 
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woll our ministers. And we therefore knew that whenever ministers 
spoke out against the party, they did so only in the performance 
of their duties. And the real reasons of tho fight of tho party 
against the churches we never were told. And we realized that 
those fake reasons which were given to us as the reason for the 
fight of the party against the churches were not the real reasons 
we understood. 

Q aid the block and zellen leiters have to participate in 
those measures, and did they have any influence on them? 

A We neither had to participate in thon, nor did wc have 
any influcnee on them, and we learned of Single instances only 
through the press. 

Q The Presecution has made reference to a number of docu- 
ments, for instance correspondence between the highest leaders of 
the party--Himmler, Rosenberg, and the Party Chancellory, also be- 
tween Heydrich and Himalor. This is incorporatod in tho pagos of 
tho German text I believe that the Prosecution will agrce with me 
thet I refrain from discussing these pieces of evidence because onc 
cannot assume that that correspondence between the supreme party 
leadership and tho SS leaders could be nado part of the indictment 
against the block and zellen loiters. I therefore limit myself to 
the questions which have been asked in conjunction with that mattor 
The Jasoni point of the part which the political leaders played in 


the conspiracy the Prosecution refers to is the destruction of the 


` 
trade unions. The Prosecution States, and I quote from the trial 


brief, Book 2, Page 1449 of December 18th: ‘Soon after the seizure 
of power, prominent members of the Nazi party participated in the 
destruction of the free trade unions." That the lower ranks of 
political leaders, such as blockleiters and zellenloitors, did not 
have anything to do with it is proved by tho fact that the Prosocu- 
tion admits that this was done by the most prominont members of 

he Corps of Political Leaders. The only thing which is relevant 
in this conjunction, therefore, is thet tho Commission will learn 
from you whether the block and zellen lciters knew, in regard to the 
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destruction of the frec trade unions, and whether they considered 
this knowledge as an cxample of the knowlcdge of those political 
leaders of the joint conspiracy. Do you know, Witness, who caused 
the destruction of the trado unions? Did the block and zellen 
lciters consider that a part of the conspiracy or the joint plan? 

COLONEL NEZAVE: Well, did they know thoro was one? 

DR. NATH: I feel that the question was not answered. 

Q Did tho block and zellen leiters consider tho destruc- 
tion of the trado unions as a part of tho conspiracy? 

A We did not draw that conclusion in any way. 

Q Was there any connection between the block and zcllen 
loitors and the German Labor Front and the National Socialist 
Organization cells in different plants? Were they in position to 
give orders to those organizations, The German Labor Front and 
the National Socialist plant cells or their members? 

a There was no connection of any kind with these block 
and zellen leiters and those two organizations, and wo therofore 
dic not have any authority to give instructions to them. 

Q It is claimed that there is a responsibility of block 


and zellon 
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leiters for the activities of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg in occupied territories. 
Did the block and zellen leiters know what the Einsatzstab Resenberg was and 
what its functions were ? 

A Wo never heard of the Einsatzstab Rosenberg nor its functions, 

Q I am coming back to the possible participation cf the block and 
zellen leiters in the treatment of the Jewish population. The indictment 
stated that mre and mre severe measures were teken against the Jewish 


population. I am referring, for instance, to the woaring of the yellow 


badge by Jews, to viclent action against Jewish individuals and Jewish 


property, cf the uso of Jews for forced labcr, the rostriction of food 
rations as far as Jews were concerned. Have the block and zollen leiters 
had any share in tho carrying out cf these cr similar measures ? 

& I do not know anything whatsoever of the participation of block and 
zollen leiters and certainly not cn the besis of instructicns from the party 
leadership in any way of anti-Jewish measures. 

Q Now I am coming to those points cf the indictment which consider 
violation of international law in regard to warfare. As far as tice block 
and zellen leiters are concerned, I have to dwell on the following point : 
The Corps of Political Leaders is charged with the murder, the wounding, and 
ill-treatment of allied aviators who were forced to make emergency landings 
in Germany or in occupied territories. The Prosecution has submitted a 
document , a letter by Reichsleiter ^ rmann of 30 May 1944, PS 057, USA 329. 
I am giving you this short letter. That letter states that aviators who bailed 
out or had made emergency landings had been lynched by the outraged populations 
anè the letter continued s "No police or legal action has been taken against 
those members of the people who participated in those actions." The Prosec- 
ution stresses that that instruction has been given to the attention of the 
Corps of Political Leaders and that the key of distribution contains the 
reichsloiters, gauleiters, kraisleiters, and the leaders of the party cr- 
ganizations. And the ortsgruppenfushrers should be informed of the directive 
only orally. Please look at the bottom of that document with the key of 
distribution and the statement by some man by the namə of Pflueger, who said 
that the ortsgruppenfuehrers should be informed cnly orally. at that time you 


were a block-leiter, wore you ? 
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Q Were the blockleiters informed by the ortsgruppenfuehrers or any 


other party official of the content of the Bormann letter ? 

A I am definitely certain that we never learned of that letter in any 
form. 

Q Did the blockleiters receive any kind of instructions as to how 
hostile aviators who had to bail out were to be treated ? 

A No, we never received such instructions either. 

Q The indictment also is concerned with the treatment of foreign labor 
and PW's in Germany. Did the block and zellen leiters have anything to do 
with the PW's or foreign laborers, t.sir treatment and their feeding ? 

å We had nothing to do with these things, 

Q I would like to show you an instruction which Hitler gave in 1939 
to Reichsleiter Bouhler and Dr. Brandt in regard to the so-called "mercy 
death", euthanasia. This has been also used in the indictment against the 
political leaders, It is claimed that Hitler granted to & certain group of 
doctors the privilege of giving that so-called mercy death to those 111 
people who were considered beyond all human treatment. German text, Pace 
1423, session of December 17th. Did the block and zellen leiters learn any- 
thing about the crder by Hitler through party officials, and how that crder 
was carried out ? 

A Nobody informed us about that order. 

Q I have reached the end of my interrogation, and I would like to ask 
you finally, Witness, as to whether the block and zellen leiters consider 
themselves guilty in connection wit* the indictment, 

A The block and zellen leiters as a unit consider it a grave injustice 
that they should be charged with such an unjust indictment insofar as they 
were innocent and idealistic servants that consicered their duties nothing 
but service to the people anà to the State. 

COLONEL N#aVE : I think that is a very wide question, Colonel Griffith- 
Jones, do you wish to start now 7 

CROSS—EXAMINaTION 
BY COLONEL GRIFFITH-JONSS : 
Q I want to ask you a little about your opposition to the Nazi party, 


which, I understandm continued up to the time when you became a war block- 
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& My opposition to the Nazi patty continued tntil the last day, and 
wo enemies of the Nazi party longed utr the end of the Nazi system, and the 
liberation, as much as did the other peoples of the world. 

Q Can you tell me the grounds of your opposition ? I don't want this 
to be very long; just give me the headings. 


4 The main reason was of a domestic nature I refer back to my 
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work as a judre in Guntzenhausen from 1929 to 1933. Durin; that period the 
so-called "fighting period", the Nazi Party, with tho SA ond tho SS, cane 
more and more into the center cf public intereste I was a criminal judge 
ed to find out that there were 

many criminal elonents whe jumped on the band-wazon of the Nazi party. And 
curing that period of time there were several outrages connitted by the 
exponents of the Nagi party -= attacks against people who adhered to other 
political thourhts. ind I, as a judce, had to say to myself, “If such 
elements form the Nazi party -- even only part of the party -- then there cannoi 
be truth bchind the program of the Nazi, party." 

Q Perhaps I can interrupt you there tc ask you one or two questions 


on what you have said. Was that view held by tho decent clement in Germany? 


A This I can't toll, because I con't know how the Nazis ichaved in 


other placese 

Q Was it the Corps cf Political Leaders in those early days that were 
responsible for the running of tho Nazy Party? 

à I didn't even know the concept of tho Corps of Political Leaders 
in 1933, 

Q You know, do you not, that there had been a Corps of Political 
Leaders conrinr into power anyway? 

In 1933 I didn't know anything aout ite 

But you know now that they did exist then? 

Even today I do not know whether such a Corps cal Leaders 

before 1933. 

You told us that it was the worst clements im Germany that "jumped 
onto tho bandc=wagon of the Nazi party." Was it such people that became the 
early leaders of the Nazi party and held positions of influence in the party? 

A I merely stated that I, as a criminal judge in Guntzenhausen, 
found that criminal elements had been admitted to the ranks of the party, 
and that they adhered to the Nazi pro-:ran, Whether they gained any leading 
‘positions, I don't know, bedause I had no knowledge of the internal party 


structuree 


Q Now, pleage so on and sive us your reasons for being opposed to the 
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Nazi party between 1933 and 1935. 

I stressed already that I doubted the honesty of the proclaimed 
seals of the party. Many Germans believed Hitler during the "fighting 
period" and later. I, myself, never could resolve to adhere to sucha 
boundless »elicf, because certain eve vts had nace me doubt the honesty of 
such intentions. I already mentioned that, in May 1933, police 
and brought to me two Nagis who had thrown bricks into Jewish store and 
restaurant windows. It was my duty; I held those people since they denied 
it. The local Si leaders tried to compel me to sot those people freee I 
did not allow myself to be compelled. They took revenge. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Can't ho answer these questicns without so many 
rominiscences? 

COLONEL GRIFFITH-JONES: Thank you. I was just coins to stop hin. 

You have told us about that incident, and I want to ask you this 

You say you were threatened by disciplinary action i 

them out of arrest. 


transferred, asa disciplinary action, from Guntzcnhausen 


transferred you? 


T4 


Bavarian Minister of Justice, Dr, Frank. 


1 


did mention that when you said "disciplinary action"; 


A It was taken by the Bavarian Minister of Justice; and at th 
tine I also hac to defend myself against the accusaticn that I had 
the rumor that SA elements had set the Reichstag fire. The SA had 
it at the order of SA Obercruppenfuchrer ve Obernitz, who was killed in 
the ware 

You say that, when you came to Nurnberg, you continucd your 
My early experiences never permitted me to become sympathetic 

with the par 

Q You told us that you were put under surveillance when you came to 


Nurnborg. Surveillance by whom? 
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A Of course that Guntzenhausen incident was reportcd to Nazi ; 


authorities and I was considered politically suspicious. nc during the 


years, 1933 to 1936, I repeatedly attempted, in accordance with my 


abilities, to 5e promoted. 

That is enouch. I don't think we need any more. hon you say 
the incident was reported to party authorities -- What party authority in 
Nurnberg? 

A It is my firm conviction that that information was transmitted 
to tho cauloiter, as was the usual precedure, and tho sauleiter handed it 
dovn to the lower officers. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think wo shall adjourn at this point. 


(Recess) 
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OFFICIAL ye IPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGATIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION AFONIO BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIDUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 
OF T:E ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARGH 
1946. 
lc Juno 1946 
(THE COMISSION CONVENED AT 1400 HOURS) 
COLE TSSIONER: 
Mr. George Re Taylore 
CORPS OF POLITICAL IEADERS 
DR. ERNST HIRT, o witness, took tho stand and testified as follavs 


BY Tit COMMISSIONER: Does the witness understand ho is still 


under oath? 


BY LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 
0 I wont te ask one further 
with before the adjournment, You tol: that after you 6 
ppliod for further promotion, and failed. was that duo 
you furtior promotion? 
Ministry of Justice cculd so om its Piles 
sfor to Nurnberg. That is why I porsonably wont 
Ministry. I was informed by the i: istry of the uselessn 
Q Lot me ask you quito diroctly - was 
influence of the Political Leaders tuat you were refused promotion? 
In my opinion the refusal of my application had nothing to do with 
the Political Loaders e 
Q Was it due simply to tho report from the SA to the Ministry of 
Justice? 
Yes, it was the recorded actiona me with regard to the incident 
of which led to my compulsory trousfer to Nurnberg, which was the cause 


of tho refusale 


Q Now, you told us that - I'm talking of before the War - 


understand there were only completely politically reliable people put on 


the staff of the Ortsgruppenleiter? 
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A I must assume that a certainty, because they only used tho staff 
the Ortsgruppe if they were completely politically reliable. 
Q That prosumably applies to tho Staff ofthe Kreisleitcr and of the 
Gauleiter? 

I cm assume this, but I :.nve no knowledge of this, 

It would be a remarkable thing wouldn't it if it were not so? 

Cortoinly, 

And again speaking of bof -5 tho War wore the peacotim 
Zollonloitors and Blockleiters always appointed as being completely and 
politically reliable? 

A I must assume that in pro-war timos the selection of the Blockleiter: 
Zollonleiters was ma to special qualifications, because in 
pro-war times thoro were many moro po y mombers at thoir disposale 
Q And it would be right, would it not, that one o: oso special 
ificetions was the fact that ho was completcly poli a] rolia»5lo? 
it would bo corroct to state that; howover, whether tho 


Ortssruppe succoodod in the selection of a politically rcliable pors 


c a person 
artorvords scoms tubo rather dubiouse 

Q  Vory woll. Now, it was you who intro 
"complotoly political ly relinblo" Do you mean by it a person vti 
wholchcartedly suppertod tho know Nazi policy? 


A his is not considorod idi tical, It was a mattor of 


party offices boliovo that one was rather reliable politically, 


mcBlock and Zellonloitors, You've 
told us that with po ) ptions that they were all completely 
politically reliablee I just want to know what you mean by completely 


politically reliable, and do you mean a pe 


rson who wholeheartedly supported 
the policics of tho 


y authoritics fron t coursc, wo find 


politically rolia»lo as meaning exactly that ho is a 


convinced Nazi. 


Q And is that what you moon - I go on asking it — is that what you 


moan by the people who wore in poacotimc on tho staff of tho various politic: 


leaders and the people who are tho Block and Zelleniciters? 
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only express tho opinion that tho party authoritics considered 


* 


rclioblo since, othe visc they would probably have not been 


put into these positions, 

I just want to gotgit quite cloare I'm not suro with tho two 
lunzgagos wo understand it onoughe Mon you say that the Block and 
Zollonloitors were complotcly politically roliablo, do you mean by that 
wholcheartcdly supported tho Nazi policy? 

I cannot voice a judsmont on a widor circle on Block and 
‘ollenlcitorss; in order to do that I should have a wider circlo of 
acquointances among tho Blockloitors and Zolionloitors in poncotimce 

Q But now complotcly judged enc a person who disapproved of tho 
policy, and I imagine a person who had watched the political situation 
- now from observation 
can you toll me whother you would co O} who held 
of Block and Zcllonlcitors before tho war wore people who wholo 
supported the Nazi policy? 


do not wont to maintain that because thoro is an 


fferonce =- whothor I am politically reliable or whothor I so 


ally roliablee 


they 


com to 
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Q I quite appreciate what you mean. Would I be right in saying that 
fron all their actions and their behavior the persons who held the positions 
of Blockleiters and Zellenleiters up .o the beginning of the war appeared to 
be vholeheartedly supporters of the Nazi party? 

À I could not agree to that, 

Q Well, then, would you tell me what you agree to? 

A I cannot agroe to the assumption that a man having been in with 
the peacetime Block or Zellenleiters must necessarily be stamped as a party 
fanatic or convinced party member e 

Q Well, would he do everything he was told by the party? 

À I do not know whether the Block or Zellenleiters had received 
Special directives to be executed by them fron the party. 

Q Well, but you know, do you not, that the Block and Zelienleiter 
both during the war and before the war were continuing to receive instructions 
in one sort or another by their party leaders? 

À Yes, and I have described several times our tasks and duties. 
referring to special party directive which extended beyond the area of 
activities such as air raid neasuresSe 

Q I'll come back to where we started. I'm not concerned for the 
moment about the directives that they received. I'm simply asking you 
would it appear that the people vho held the positions of Block and Zellen- 
leiters were supporters of the Nazi party? 

À In public it seemed as suche 

Q Now, when the war came were there many of the people holding the 
position of Block and Zellenleiter who were called up to the Army and had to 
be replaced? 

A Yes. 

Q You spoke about cüvil servants like yourself being appointed to 
replace them Were there many civil servants who did take over positions 
of Block and Zellenleiters? 

A Within the call, there was an increasing number of civil servants 


who became Block and Zellenleiterse 


Q Can you give me any idea of the estimate of that total number? 


A It is impossible. 
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Q And you, of course, cannot say whether the others were opposed 
or did it under protest or not? 

A I know of a number of Block and Zellenleiters who tried their best 
to be able to evade the acceptance of such a poste 

Q How many do you know if? 

Within my near environment -- l5. 

Q Passing to another matte r, you told that the Block and Zellenleiter 
were not regarded as Hohoitstraegor. 

A That is correct, 

Q For the purpose of the record I would like just perhaps to read 


out a short paragraph which was referred to this morning, but not, i think, 


actually read. I refer to tho bound volune of Der Hoheitstracger for 1939, 


PS 2958, US 325, and which was quoted to show that Der Hoheitstraozer included 


nobody below the Ortsgruppenleiter, I quote from that from page 1 of the 
February 1939 edition where it sets out the distribution. It says this -- 
in accordance with the instructions of the Reichsorganizati: msleiter, it is 
received by the following Hoheitstraegcr and Political Leaders 
Organizationsbuch and gruppenieiters, and it then sets out the various 
leiters down to Ortsgruppenleitor. I'll ask you one question to make the 
point clear, If that was the total ==» that list was the total of Hoheits- 
traeger, would there have been any reason for inserting the words "the 
following" in that sentence? 

A I did not completely understand tho questione. 

Q You see that that is to be distributed to the following Hoheits- 
traegere Well, if that list included all the Hoheitstraegor ond if there 
were no other Hoheitstraeger besides those included i» the List, would there 
be any reason for inserting the words "the following"? 

A I want to leave the point alone, and I do not know the point really. 
Whether this has a special meaning "the following" or whether it is merely 
a lack of cleverness on the part of the editor, 

Q I only want to refor you to one other document on that point. Do 


you know that in the organization book for 1943, and I assume for every other 


year as well, I'm sure Dy. Nath will correct me if I'm wrong. The Hoheits- 
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traeger are set out as follows: I refer to PS 1893, at pace “3 of the 
English translation, which will be found in the leadership corps document 
book. I understand it is page 98 of the original copy. The Hoheitstraeger 
set out as follows: The Fuehrer, the Gauleiters, the Kreisheiters, the Orts- 
gruppenleiters, the Zellenleiters, and the Blockleiters, and the sectors of 
sovereignty are the Reich, Gauleiters, Kreisleiters, Ortsgruppenleiters, 
Zellenleiters and Blockleiterse If the Block and Zellenlciters were not 
Hoheitstraegers, can you explain for them being set out as such in the official 
organization book of the party? 


A I have no explanation for that, 


DR. NATH: The witness wishes to make an additional explanation. 
A I said before i? no explanation for it. If opposite to the 
reality, the organization book contains the titles of Block and Zollenlciters 


listed within the Hoheitstraeger, it may be a project for the futuro, 


Q Very well, now you have spoken to us or rather you have told us too 


a number of matters during the course of your evidence. For instance, the 
Jews, churches, and other : ers Did you know personally my Block or 
leiter before the war sta 
YeSe 


How many did you know? 


I know very well two Blockleiters and one Zellenleiter,. 
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Q When you gave us yaur evidence about those matters were 
you cxpressing the views and those three persons held or were you 
expressing only your own views on those persons like yourself bo- 
fore and during the war? 

A I have only voiced the experiences of my comrades and 
who were with me. 

LT. COLONSL GRIFFITH JONES: I have no further questions 


MR. TAYLOR: Docs the other counscl desire to cross-exar 


BY COLONEL KEROV (Russian prosccution) 


Q IS it correct that your having been persecuted due to 
the refusals to roleaso to SA. Were thoro any laws or dircctives 
which permitted them nixing of SA into Jewish problems, legal mat- 
ters? 

A The situation with tho two SA men was the external rea- 
son for the local S4 leader to report about me to tho S4 ma » Oberr 
The report included as a main point against me the I was 
supposed to have spread the rumor that it was tho Nazi vs and 
not the communists who had put fire to the Reichspost,. 

Q Is it in fact so that SA and Gestapo were forcing their 
Opinions upon the court? 

A Obernitz has made his report to the Ministry of Justice. 
and he has declared that I was incompetent with iy position. 

Q The resigning civil servant - would it have impressed 
considerably for hin to resign the party as well as the authorities 

a The reason which the civil servant haa 
tion from the party which was decisive. If it was cone his politi- 
cal reasons which was the case most likely in most cases, he would 
have to figure on a disciplinary which might end his dismissal fro: 
the service. 

Q So it is a fact that the party and state authorities ur 
Hitler formed a common front and recollected with each other in a 
common aim and goal? 

A The basic principle which was valid was that party and 
state was one and upon this principle they acted. 
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you told to follow the connands of the leaders 
blindly and without any thought of your own? 

a That is what Hitler and his gang wished to achieve, 
but the largest part of the people was not critical enough to fall 
for such a notto. 

Q Will you please state the fact that the blind confiden: 
reccived upon the leaders leads hin to ado whatever he wishes to dos 

pin Novor 
BY LT. COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q There was one natter which T hed wished ask a few 
questions on. May I ask pernission to do so. Witnes e have 
heard during the course of this inquiry a certain anount about the 
party court. Can you tell us what the functions of that court werc 


I have never spoken of tho party court. 


A 
Q Did you know that the Nazi party ran a court of their 


a judicial, criminal proceedings? 

A I knew. I was conscious of the fact that the party 
did have courts, so called honor courts, 

Q, Do you know anything of the func tion of those courts 
or what they did? 

A I know nothing in detail or in general. 

Q Do you know whether persons who co: witted crimes or 
party members who committed crimes we ied by that court and not 
by the normal state courts? 

a In my opinion the high courts 
less severa infractions of high disciplines, 

LT. COLONEL GRIFTITE JONES: All right. 
BY DR. NATH (DEFENSE COUNSEL ) 

Q The English prosecution has referred to the organiza- 

tion book, page 98, j ing the Hohcitstraeger. This book was 

This book also lists Zellenleiters and Blockleiters 
as Hoheitstraegers. An I permitted to submit an affidavit for tho 
purpose of having it put on record which refers to the way the book 


was put together and the value of the book. I shall permit myself 


1055 





I AAO 


H0950-0077 
l4 June-JRA-3 Winkler 


to have this document translated as quickly as possiblo and to sub- 
nit it to the judge and to the gentlemen of the prosecution. May 
I be permitted to read to you the essential parts of this affidavit 
The affidavit was made by Karl Hederich. It has been notorized by 
an sllied officer in this building. His nano is not very well de- 
diphered.  Hederich was a Gdeputy chairman of tho Commission for 
National Social publication from 1934 to 1945. Menbors of the 


Commission consisted of anong others the office of Goobbels, Rust, 


Rosenberg, and anann. The Reich organization had an expert in the 


person of Oberbefehlsleiter, Chicf Commander loader, Seltzner. May 
I call attention of tho Commission to this book which the prosecu- 
tion has quoted has boon authoród by tho Reichsorganizationslciter 
Loy. His deputy in this Commission was Soltznor. Ths maker of 
this affidavit, Mr. ie 1 the tasks of this Connissic 
Up to the year 1935, the National Socialisn contained tho definitio 
of the organizational tasks of tho party. Due to the leaving of 
tho Sa of the political leadership, a reorganization had becone 
necessary in the year 1932. I'm still quoting extracts. That is 
why a now organizational plan had to be made up in the years 1935 
and 1936. The party chairmanship was reorganized into offices. Th 
draft of this plan of organization was with the advisor in such 
matters, Mohnert. Mehnert wes in tho organization office of the 
NSDaP. Before tho first publication of tho organizational book, 
Bouhler made a report to the Fuchrer. The maker of the affidavit 
States that possibly the Reichorganization also revorted to the 
Fuchrer. I am quoting verbally. "I, myself, have boon instructed 
only by Bouhler for whom I was deputized.  Bouhlor at that time tolé 
me that the Fuehrer did not want to put himself on record officiall, 
and authorativoly regarding the organizational structure. Otherwis: 
he realized well that the Reichsorganizationsloiter needed a prelim- 
inary basis for his work." I am quoting literally, page 3 of the 
document. Previously certain questions had come up regarding the 
extention of the concept o Hoheitstraoger. I, myself, had pointed 
out to the expert in such matters, Mohnert, that according to the 
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the directives of the Fuchrer or his deputy, respectively Block 
and Zellenleiters were not to be regarded as Hoheitstraoger. 
Mehnert answered this as no rely a matter of organizational forn. 
The inclination of tho Block and Zollenloitor within the concept 
of Hohcitstracegor would not, in fact, havo anything at all. He 
basod his viows on tho fact that unless he in Bloek and 
Zollonloitors into tho concept of Hohcitstracger, which included tk 
Others and their staff, it would have boon neccessary to create a 
third category for that it was quite clear that cespite the exten- 


Sion of the Hoheitstrcogor, Block and Zclicnloiters were not to bo 


burdened with any extended authority. No change should have been 


made in practice in thoir position as it is. I know that Block 
Zcllenlciters never had tho authority to exerciss the privilog 
rights of a Hohe itstracgser. The Ortsgrupponloiter were toward 
bottom -- tho Lowest real Hoheitstraeger with right of necting 
disciplinary rights." The affidavit is dated 13 Juno 1946. 


LT. COLONSL GRIFFITH JONZS: We will got an English 


copy of that as soon as possibloZ 


any objections on tho part of 
ho offor of tho affidavit in cvidence, 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: I havc no objections, 
TAYLOR: The affidavit will be received in cvidenec 
and marked defense exhibit P. L.-5 LS there further tos- 
timony desired from this witness? 

Witness will be excused. 

DR. NATH: The witness would liko to make another renar 
BY MR. TAYLOR: 

Very well procecd,. 

WITNESS: The matter I referred to is that very often 
it has been said that thore is such a thing as a Reich directive 
publication, extending from the first war years, which was gaid to 
bo a party directive or similar order, according to which dur ing 


wartime no régular Block and Zel lonloitor were pornittod to bo ap- 
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pointed, The Reichsverfugungsblatt is an authorativo order of the 
party. 
MR. TAYLOR: Witness cxcused 


(THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED ..T 1530 HOURS ) 


The foregoing is a truc and correct transcript of the 


testinony of DR. ERNST HIRT, taken on 13 and 14th Juno, 1946. 
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